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Results of Consultation Meeting 

The discussion of the issues and strategic interventions related to the bioeconomy including food security were carried out in the context of the founding principle that the European Union, Latin America and Carribean (EULAC) bioeconomy context is related to advancing solutions to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), bioeconomy being considered as the sustainable production of biomass for a range of food, health, fibre and industrial products and energy, where renewable biomass encompasses any biological material to be used and raw material. 
The meeting agenda was organized on the basis of these areas of work. The first day was dedicated to the following presentations and interventions:

(a) bioeconomy perceptions in both regions

(b) 1st consultation results

(c) other parallel on-going bioeconomy related successful activities and initiatives such as the BIOTECSUR platform

(d) results and methods from other Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) WG consultations (energy, biodiversity). 

The agenda and the participants’ list are included as annexes A and B to this report.

As a working procedure it was agreed that discussions would aim at identifying common priority issues and therefore strategic decision-making pilot activities for future SOM consideration (March 2012). The already existing synergies should be exploited in order to promote joint calls as well as coordinated projects and implementation programs. 

Objectives of the Activity 

· 2 specific objectives:

· to contribute to global supplies while improving agricultural environmental performance

· to exploit new opportunities in agricultural/biomass production for equitable growth. 

· 2 main issues (taking into account the EULARINET seminar and ALCUE-KBBE meeting previously held in Cali as well as the results of the WGs on biodiversity and renewable energy) :

· biorefineries, focusing on biomass availability and conversion processes

· food security: quality and quantity of available food supplies
· 2 cross cutting intervention areas:
· policy, governance and regulatory issues

· capacity building

Suggested Implementation Plan

1. Biorefineries, including biomass availability and conversion processes

· The results (selected key themes) from the SOM WG on Energy were adopted as a starting point (given explicit bioeconomy relevance). 

· The group also identified complementary research areas (included as annex C) as draft to be further discussed in the expert meeting. 

· The way to go forward would be to organize a number of joint calls on selected research areas. This proposal should be submitted to the WG on best practices and financing.

To this end the implementation process needs to consider:

a. An expert meeting to narrow down the existing list to 2-3 topics in each of the areas (biomass availability and conversion processes), and then formulating project profiles /call texts on each of these. Small-scale/equity considerations (stakeholder involvement) need to be included.

b. In collaboration with the Commission formulate recommendations on how to proceed with the implementation of a joint call(s) (decision process, funding instrument),

c. The results of the above (a+b) will be summarized in a decision-supporting document (Policy Note) for distribution to the Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation (JIRI) SOM by 15th February 2012,  

( Germany and Argentina (Uli Schurr and Eduardo Trigo) agreed to assume the responsibilities (co-leadership) for follow-up of the above activities.

2. Food security issues 

· It was agreed that food security needed to be understood not only as a Bioeconomy area in itself but as a MDG principally. 

· For the identification of pilot activities, only strategic and cross-cutting topics for EU and LAC should be considered, rather than specific detailed topics such as food production, productivity, and related themes. 

· A first set of 3 strategic themes was selected:  

a. Improvement of value chain efficiencies (especially post-harvest, market etc losses), including issues related to the LCA (Life Cycle Assessment) impact on the diminution of GHG emissions. 

b. Issues related to the role of (and where they stand to benefit) small farmers (small scale actors) and local communities in the development of the bioeconomy.

c. Land use competition (for FFFF) in the bioeconomy.

Regarding implementation, it was agreed that there is the need to further specify what should be included in each area as well as the alternatives for the funding of the activities. The next steps would be to:

1. Bring together a small group of experts to further detail the topics to the level of (joint) call profiles. 

2. Regarding financing, the search for alternatives should be taken to the Working Group on best practices and financing, which is to meet later on this month. 

3. The results of the above will be summarized in a decision-supporting document for distribution to the Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation (JIRI) SOM by 15th February 2012

( Responsibilities for follow-up of the activities related to food security are to be assumed by Guy Henry (CIRAD, France), Andres Montero (INIA-Spain), Uli Schurr (FZJ, Germany)

3.
Cross-cutting topics

· In relation to policy and regulatory frameworks, the priority objective is to promote policy convergence between Europe and the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

· The BIOTECSUR case, for instance, highlighted many differences regarding the regulatory framework in LAC and European countries. 

Some convergence points are required in order to be able to increase this bi-regional cooperation. Different alternatives for action were considered as relevant to be put forward to the SOM. The group agreed on the need for:

(a) mapping of present policies and regulatory frameworks relevant for the Bioeconomy 

( Guy Henry, CIRAD; Veronica Musselli, INIA; Claas Nendel, Leibniz – Institute and Manuel Gidekel, UAI

(b) other actions include the organization by the SOM of a program of workshops on different policy and regulatory aspects, to promote common views and best practices on specific issues. 

( Follow-up responsibilities for a formulation of a full proposal in this topic, is to be assumed by Uruguay and Chile

· Regarding capacity building, the working group recommended to focus efforts on human resources development through:

(i) a program of mobility to facilitate training of EULAC scientists in EU and LAC universities and research organizations (taking advantage of existing instruments, such as Marie Curie and other national ones)

(ii) the possibility of an ALFA type instrument to launch a EULAC bi-regional Master and PhD of Bioeconomy. 

( Follow-up responsibilities for this component are to be assumed by France (Andrzej Rogulski, MHER and Guy Henry, CIRAD) and Costa Rica (Keilor Rojas).

Possible indicators:

· Number of joint calls in the area of biorefineries

· Number of joint calls in the area of food security

· Setting up of a mapping of policy and regulatory frameworks regarding Bioeconomy in the EU-LAC area

· Number of workshops on policy and regulatory aspects

· Implementation of mobility schemes for scientists

· Existence of bi-regional Master(s) and PhD(s)
ANNEX 1
	ALCUE SOM KBBE WORKING GROUP
Countries Nominations

	COUNTRY/INSTITUTION
	NAME

	ARGENTINA
	 

	Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva
	Agueda Menvielle

	Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva
	Mónica Silenzi

	Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva
	Eduardo Trigo

	Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva
	Luciana Ayciriex

	FRANCE
	 

	Directorate for European and International Relations and Cooperation/ Ministry of National Education
	Andrzej Rogulski

	CIRAD, Montpellier
	André De Courville

	CIRAD ALCUE-KBBE office. International Center for Tropical Agriculture - CIAT
	Guy Henry

	GERMANY
	 

	International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research at the Project Management Agency c/o German Aerospace Center (DLR)
	Stephanie Splett-Rudolph

	International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research at the Project Management Agency c/o German Aerospace Center (DLR)
	Cornelia Andersohn

	Leibniz-Zentrum für Agrarlandschaftsforschung (ZALF) 
	Claas Nendel 

	Centro de Investigaciones de Jülich (Plant Science)
	Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schurr

	SPAIN
	 

	Ministry of Research and Innovation
	Joaquin Serrano

	Ministry of Research and Innovation
	Angeles Rodriguez Pena

	Ministry of Research and Innovation
	María Angeles Macías García

	Depto de Producción Vegetal: Fitotecnia. Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (ETSIAgrónomos)
	Inés Minguez Tudela

	Instituto Nacional de Investigación y Tecnología agraria y Alimentaria - INIA
	Nuria Durán Vila 

	Instituto Nacional de Investigación y Tecnología agraria y Alimentaria - INIA
	Maria José Delgado

	MALTA
	 

	Malta Council for Science and Technology 
	Diana Spiteri

	BOLIVIA
	 

	Viceministerio de Ciencia y Tecnología Ministerio de Educación
	Roberto Sánchez

	MEXICO
	 

	Oficina de Cooperación México-Unión Europea en Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología
	Héctor Sámano Rocha

	Oficina de Cooperación México-Unión Europea en Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología
	Moira Claudia Karosuo Argüelles

	COSTA RICA 
	 

	Ministerio de Ciencia y Tecnología, Costa Rica 
	Keilor Rojas Jiménez

	COLOMBIA
	 

	Group Leader Internationalization COLCIENCIAS
	María Victoria Whittingham

	PANAMA
	 

	SENACYT
	Claudia M. Guerrero M. 

	SENACYT
	Jaime Estrella

	IDIAP- Instituto de Investigación Agropecuaria de Panamá
	Bruno Zachrisson

	IDIAP
	Julio Ábrego 

	IDIAP
	Arnulfo Gutierrez

	ARAP Autoridad de Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
	Kathia Broce

	GUATEMALA
	 

	Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología CONCYT/SENACYT
	Guillermo Godínez

	SENACYT
	Lorena Cabrera de Dunn

	NICARAGUA
	 

	CONICYT
	Guadalupe Martinez

	Universidad Agraria de Nicaragua
	Freddy Alemán

	Universidad Centroamericana
	Tarsilia Silva

	EUROPEAN COMMISSION
	 

	Research Directorate General (DG RTD) 
	Cornelia E. Nauen 

	European Commission - DG RESEARCH and Innovation - Directorate E. Biotechnology, Agriculture, Food/ Horizontal issues
	Dietlind Jering

	RTD/Dir E/1
	Philippe Petithuguenin 

	DEVCO- Agricultural Research for Development, Unit I2: Policies for Sustainable Management of Natural Resources
	David Radcliffe

	EC
	Annette Schneegan
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